ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION IN EARLY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL: IN THE WORDS OF ITS TEACHERS

 Abstract 
This study fits within the theme of Environmental Education, especially as regards the understanding of the thinking and actions of teachers in this discipline. To this end, a study was carried out involving eleven teachers working in elementary public education in Curitiba, Paraná. Through analysis of the discourse produced by the teachers in a conversation circle, it was observed that the reductionist conception of environment and conservative environmental education is still prevalent. The results revealed that despite claiming to understand the meaning of interdisciplinarity, essential to the viability of environmental education at school, the teachers also agree on the impossibility of effectively putting it into practice due to the overload of content in the curriculum. Understanding the weaknesses and potentialities with respect to what the teachers expressed through their discourse, insofar as what they mean by environmental education and believe constitutes pedagogical practice in this area, offers important points for reflection concerning the continuous training of environmental education teachers.
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